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Early Learning Fellows

Overview and Application Information

Thank you for your interest in Foundation for Early Learning’s Early Learning Fellows Program. The program allows fellows to: 1) gain leadership skills and knowledge about early learning; 2) connect with statewide early learning efforts and partners; and 3) carry out a project that benefits young children, their families, and local communities. 

 

Why Would I Want to be a Fellow?

· Gain leadership skills

As an early learning fellow, you will be a member of a cohort of engaged and talented people interested in early learning. You will participate in a variety of workshops and seminars that develop your leadership skills. Specifically, you will learn about child development, advocacy, project management, and communications. Additionally, you will learn about and connect with early learning experts and organizations. You will also share your knowledge and learn from other fellows.
· Receive a micro-grant for your community
As an early learning fellow, you will also receive $2,000.00 to plan and implement an early learning project. Your project will directly help children and families in your community and be based on Washington’s Early Learning Plan. 
Examples of projects: kindergarten readiness night, health fair (includes developmental screenings, immunizations, cooking demonstrations), baby book club, community baby shower (connects expectant parents with resources and information). 
Who Should Apply?

The Fellowship is open to anyone working on behalf of early learners – children birth to age five -in Washington. The ideal candidate: 

· Represents an underserved community

· Is interested in developing leadership skills
· Can design and carry out a project benefiting children birth to age five
 

Candidates may be parents and caregivers, early learning or elementary teachers and professionals, librarians, emerging leaders from communities of color, special needs communities, and others interested in supporting early learning.
 

Program Requirements
· Commit to the program timeframe of one-year, October 2011-September 2012
· Attend two in-person trainings: one in fall 2011 another in spring  2012 in Seattle, WA (travel stipends are available)
· Attend monthly conference calls (two absences are allowed) 
· Carry out a project that directly supports children and families
· Share your knowledge and participate in groups
· Have a valid email address
 

To apply please fill out the attached form and provide a one-page cover letter addressing the following questions:
1. Why do you want to be a part of the program? What unique perspectives do you bring to the Fellowship? 
2. What do you want to learn? What will others learn from you? 
3. What early learning experience (paid or volunteer) have you had? 

Applications are due Tuesday, September 6, 2011 by 5:00 p.m. Please email applications to Erin Okuno at erin@earlylearning.org or mail to: 

Foundation for Early Learning

Early Learning Fellows

615 Second Ave, Suite 525

Seattle, WA 98104

Need more information? Participate in an overview and question and answer call session on: 
Tuesday, August 23, 10:00-10:30 a.m. or 
Thursday, August 25, 3:00-3.30 p.m. or
Wednesday, August 31, 10:30-11:00 a.m.

Conference call phone number: 1.866.516.3949, passcode: 7584617#.

You are free to join without an RSVP, but an RSVP to erin@earlylearning.org is appreciated. 

Questions? Contact Erin Okuno, erin@earlylearning.org, 206.525.4801 x23 or Sarah Borgida, sarah@earlylearning.org, 206.525.4801 x28.
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Early Learning Fellows Application Form
	Name: 


	Organization (if representing an organization):


	Address:

	City:


State:
                         Zip Code:



	Daytime phone number:


Email:



	Are their accommodations that we can provide? (i.e. interpreters, physical accommodations, etc.) 



	Sample Project
Please provide a snapshot of a sample project in 250-300 words (you may take more space/pages). Include the geographic area and the target population your project may serve.




Checklist:
· Completed application with description of sample project

· One page Cover Letter (see overview information)
Applications are due Tuesday, September 6, 2011 by 5:00 p.m. Please email applications to Erin Okuno at erin@earlylearning.org or mail to: 

Foundation for Early Learning

Early Learning Plan Fellows

615 Second Ave, Suite 525

Seattle, WA 98104
Updated: 8/26/2011

